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Is that not the message that the apostle Paul preached 

to the people in ancient Athens? As he preached to them 

about the one, great, true God of heaven, Paul told them, 

“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 

commandeth all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30). It 

is upon this last statement that we now want to focus our 

attention. 

Yes, God commands all men in all places to repent. 

What does that show us about God? First of all, it shows us 

God’s authority. He, as the Creator and Giver of life (Acts 

17:24,25), has the right to command people what to do. You 

know as well as I do that some people strongly dislike 

authority. They despise the idea of anyone ever telling them 

what to do. For some, they carry that same attitude from 

other areas of life into the realm of religion. They make no 

secret about it: they do not care one bit for God “trying to 

run” their lives, and they do not want any “self-righteous 

do-gooders” telling them that they need to repent. Men can 

laugh at God’s command to repent, they can try to ignore it, 

and they can even raise their voice and say that you will 

never find them accepting God’s authority. All of those 

tactics change nothing: God’s command to repent stands. It 

changes not. 
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“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,  

and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105). 
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 In addition, the fact that God “commandeth all men everywhere to repent” not 

only shows God’s authority to issue commands, but it also shows the universality of His 

authority. His rule is over all people of all races, of all tribes, of all nations, and of all 

locations. There is nowhere to run in this world to escape God’s authority! 

Third, God’s command for all men everywhere to repent also shows God’s 

universal knowledge. He knows what is going on in all places. He sees the need for all 

people to repent. Remember, “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his 

sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to 

do” (Hebrews 4:13). 

We also conclude that since God commands all men everywhere to repent, then 

this shows that God cares for all people in all places. If the Lord did not care, then He 

would just allow people to do their own thing and continue their march toward hell 

without a word on His part. The Bible tells us that God is “not willing that any should 

perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

Let us now look at the human side of things. God commands people of all locales 

to repent. What does that show us about mankind? First, there is something about man 

that makes him stand in need of repentance. If there were no need for people to repent, 

then the Lord would not command such, right? The problem is sin. All people have 

sinned (Romans 3:23), and that of which people must repent is sin (Acts 2:38; 8:22). The 

command to repent does not apply to newborn babies and toddlers. Why? Because they 

have never sinned. They have never violated the will or law of God (1 John 3:4; 5:17). 

The command to repent is for those that have sinned, and sin is the one and only thing 

that separate a human from the God of heaven (Colossians 1:21; Ephesians 2:1). 

Furthermore, the fact that God commands all men everywhere to repent proves 

that all men are amenable to God’s law. That is, all people are obligated to obey God’s 

will because it applies to them. If God’s law did not apply to a lost sinner, then God’s 

command to repent would have no punch. In fact, if God’s law did not apply to sinners, 

then He would not even command them to obey Him in the first place! Jesus charged His 

apostles to go preach the gospel to every person in order that every person might be 

saved (Mark 16:15,16). Saved from what?  Saved from sin. But, what is sin? Breaking 

God’s law, or lawlessness (1 John 3:4). So, those outside of the Christ sin when they 

violate God’s law, which brings us back to our point: all men in all places are amenable 

to God’s law. 

Now, here is a thought. Do you suppose that the Lord wants all people in all 

 

places to know that He wants them to repent? Jesus told His followers that “repentance 

and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47). So, yes, since the Lord wants the message of repentance and 

remission of sins preached to all, then He wants every person to know His will about 

these topics. 

That raises another question. How do you suppose people are going to learn about 

their need to repent? Does our God have a plan for people to hear about His command to 

repent? He does, indeed. There are certain people upon whom God has placed the 

responsibility to teach the gospel, including what it says about repentance. Those people 

are called  “C-h-r-i-s-t-i-a-n-s.” Yes, brothers and sisters, you and I, we are the ones in 

whom God has entrusted the task of telling the world of His salvation and their need to 

submit to His will, including the necessity of their repentance. 

Like the apostle Paul, we must tell folks “that they should repent and turn to God, 

and do works meet for repentance” (Acts 26:20). Like the apostle Peter, we must tell lost 

people, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). “But people 

won’t like it if we tell them that they need to repent.” What does that have to do with it?! 

God commands them to repent, and He expects you and me to tell them about that 

command! 
 

“Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, ‘Why do Your disciples not walk 
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed 

hands?’  He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you 
hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people honors Me with their lips, But their 
heart is far from Me.  And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines 

the commandments of men.’  For laying aside the commandment of God, you 
hold the tradition of men—the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other 

such things you do.  He said to them, All too well you reject the 
commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition’” (Mark 7:5-9). 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Jan 13 – Preach-N-Eat Canceled for Birthday Party & 6:00 pm Worship Service 

 Feb 27 – Prayer Service after Evening Worship 

 Mar 6 – Men’s Business Meeting & Ladies’ Bible Class after Evening Worship 

 Please give support money for Chinese orphans to Minnie Kennell 


